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CULTURAL IDENTIFICATION AND SOCIAL
INTEGRATION, OF REFUGEES SETTLED IN
TEMERIN

Research, consisted of a series of interviews conducted with refugees
In the municipality of Temerin in Serbia

The objective - of this research was to analyze the identity of refugees
and the degree of their social integration

Assumption ; was that dimensions of their identity and the way they
Speak about it may point to the problems and difficulties:-of their social
Integration

20 Interviews: - 17 with refugees, 3 with local residents

Sample- was random, all the interviewees agreed to be interviewed if
they remained anonymous
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All the Iinterviewees live in the part of Temerin primarily inhabited: by
refugees (the settlement where the largest number of houses were
bullt because of the help of the municipality)

The interviewees were asked gquestions concerning their identity.
(ethnicity) and problems and difficulties they encountered during
the period of adaptation

The interviews were structured, with a few basic questions posed to
all interviewees

The guestions were related to the place of origin, ; ethnic

identity. , reasons for coming, - to Temerin, way of life - (job,

financial situation, etc.) that they had:led:prior to the arrival-to
Temerin, their relationships with neighbors and other inhabitants: of

Temerin r or\
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Temerin, -t:own: and- munit.clpalidty - center
the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina

The majority population in the ethnic-sense are Serbs and Hungarians

The data from the census of the population in Serbia held in 2002
Indicated significant changes-in the ethnic structure of VVojvodina,
which Is also reflected in Temerin (Serbs became the majority
population for the first time-)

The ratio of: Serbian and Hungarian population in Temerin was
changed because ofmassive-migrations ; -, I.e. the arrival of
refugees  (primarily of Serbian ethnicity) after the wars-in.the 1990's
In the areas of Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina
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CULTURAL IDENTIFICATION AND SOCIAL
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In' order to define more precisely the meaning: of; the term
o-C ultiudeant loneyndust take Into consideration various
elements that are Its components, such as. the simultaneous
attachment of Identity to an Individual and to a group,
understanding Identity as a relationship with the other and other
people, its historical nature and changeability, as well as the
relativity of identity In relation to the social context and other
identities

Cultural identity Is self-awareness of members of a group which Is
historically created and develops depending on the criteria that

group establishes in the relations with other social groups
(-St-o j, ROGSY | |
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Migrations and, generally, all important:demographic movements
drastically change the social and cultural composition of population
(societies) and thus force us to re-examine the meaning and value
of cultural identity and cultural diversity

The identities-of migrants In that'sense (as well as the identities
of non-migrants) become more elastic and fluid because they are
under the muiltiple influence of-both the society to-which

they belong and the said global processes

Migrations always occur in particular spatial/social configurations

Migrants (i.e. their identities) are-influenced:by economic; political
and cultural structures of the given (new) spatial and-social context
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3 Inorder to better understand the concept of cultural identity and
transfer it-from the-cultural -political level to a more exact level of
analysis, It IS Important to establish /dentifiers and their function In

identity construction
3 With the use of indicators, I.e. identifiers, cultural identity IS
transferred to empirically ascertainable facts i carriers of meaning
3 ldentifiers as sort of markings or resources which social groups use
to construe their own identities:or ascribe them to:other social
groups
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The analysis of Interviewee responses Is an attempt to present
ways In which the refugees from Temerin see and describe their
identity

A decade or more since their migration to the present place, the

Process (or continuity) of the formation of their cultural identity has
had a significant, - cut

This refers to the violent - change- of ‘their . entire - way of . life

Although the refugees of Serbian ethnicity came to a setting where
the majority population Is also of Serbian ethnicity, which can be
Interpreted to a certain extent as a facilitating, - factor - when, it
comes to the process of acculturation: ., still they found a

different social and cultural setting from the one which they came
from
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[hree-aspects: . or their self-representation

The first concerns their own cultural identity and-the -need:to
declare or not declare their ethnicity

The second concerns the external (social) identifiers that the
Interviewees rely on in the construction of their ethnic-identity. (the
guestion of the citizenship of Serbia)

The third Is the problem of fitting: into:the wider social cammunity,
the way - they see that tthey —ar.e
and the way they see their present place of living
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3 DATAANALYSIS

3 The war and exile contriouted greatly to the strengthening, - of
ethnic - identity.  which had not been as prominent before

3 This can be seen in an answer of an interviewee (age 61), who Is a
refugee from Croatia and who arrived to Temerin in 1997:

W' had high respect for the. state in which I livea, in my military carad /
was noted as Yugosi/avo \When asked if he felt Yugoslav today, he
answered: "o/ (energetically) I was betrayea by the. YINA (Yugosiav
National Army) and Yugosiaviae | am a Serb from Slavoniae Serb
from Slavoniaand | am not ashamedor it.o
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3 Similar experiences were mentioned by another Interviewee, a
female refugee from Croatia, who came to Temerin in 1993: 0/ am a
Serb from Croatia, I' was born there and I: am not ashamed or it. /
Judge someone by thelr soul and thelr behavior, nor by their
ethinicity.o

3 Younger female interviewees gave somewhat different answers

3. One Interviewee (aged 24), a refugee from Croatia who came to
Temerin in 1995, when asked about the ethnicity of herself and her
family, she responded: nBoth of them (parents) are orf Serbian
etnnicity. They had a traditional Serbian wedading and we. were
ralsed according to our customse | am a Croatian Serbe more
precisely, a Serb born in. Croatia I am proud or my origine o
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Problem of citizenship

Interviewees were also asked a question about whether they
managed to become-Serbian citizens ; - aifter the arrival to Serbia,
and how

This Is seen as anidentifier-of cultural and national identity

since the possession of citizenship, besides providing conditions for
a better economic status (the issue of employment), symbolically
signifies the belonging to the state and the national community

\When it comes to refugees, it can have a special dimension: of
political and economic integration into the saciety
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3 A female interviewee, a refugee from Croatia (aged 39), when
asked about citizenship, answered: 7 e Of- . -Cr-oat i-an - do
a birth certificate and a Croatian citizenship certificate that | neeaed
o get.the citizenship. | do not have-a dual citizenship, JuUst Serbian,
[ ccdonot need - anyt hi ng tthat | s [ he

3 A similar answer was given by another interviewee, a refugee from
Croatia (aged 69), whosaid: n No w.:.- b ot h -my - wi-f-e ar
cili tf zenshi peo. When asked -1 f he [
answered: -niNol (upset) 1. -domot ne

3 An Interviewee, a refugee from Bosnia who came to Serbia in 1992,
sald:-amd t-hen t-he chil-dren got It
havenote: I need it Ffor. work,: [l - WEé
new [ aw we have t(toe | need [t [or
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Social integration

The first Important fact is-the-that most of the interviewees had fled
to Temerin precisely because they had either friends -or family
living -here

The second dimension of this iIssue concerns theacceptance of
refugees by the wider:social community (neighbors,
acquaintances, work colleagues, etc.)

The third dimension refers to their. subjective feeling , - whether

they consider Temerin to be their home, I.e. if they feel like
frorergners or- . Aat homeo I n Temer .|
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3 Most of the interviewees say they did not-have any problems with
Integrating into the-community in: Temerin.and-that - negative
reactions of the local population were mainly. occasional

3 An . iont-er viewee, a ref-ugee . frAom Cr
ramily relation influenced ourmove hereo - -and -l at-ter con
nN“emer i n i S-our home nowe I t-hink
/ot of people, we have relatives here, we managed to get by and

that works well. o

3. Another interviewee, a refugee from Bosnia who came to Temerin in
1995, when asked about the reason for moving to Temerin,
ans we rléet] yes, my family is in Srposka Crrya and his
(husbanddbs) rel ati ves are here ar
because of the [ ocation and bexat
and she Yad,ed/: fmfee/ oat home hereée
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